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Resolved, That we are thus willing, and 
that it is the desire of our souls to be in 


the use of the means, best calculated to | ginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ.'— for life.—WNV. Y. piper. 


effect such a union. 


3. Are we willing not only to meet, | went, was correct and valid, and sanction-/ GRAND RIVER MIS 
pray, confess and mourn before Godjed by the Saviour, The hzght gradually | 
about our disagreement, but to make it a/ increased, till, alter our Lord’s resurrec- | 


matter of friendly conversation and inqui- 


‘iion, and the passing away, of a dark cloud | Corresponding Secretary of the AWissionary 
ry, and endeavour thoroughly to investi that. had covered the heavens ( 
gate the subject, thereby to ascertain if) with meridian splendour upon a fally con-| River, Sept. 12, 1825. 
possible what the difficulty is, and where | stituted church. . 
the fault lies, by searching the scriptures 
on those points on which we differ, resol ference of opinion in regard to so plain a) 
ving to have no other standard but the bi- | matter 


or, as they have most happily expressed from Col: Varick of this city, to consti- | dians, 


it, in the very words of Mark, ‘the be- tute bimself and seven others, Directors 


What John taught and did, so far as it! - He On~ 
SfON, UPPER 
CANADA. 


Letter from the Rev. Alvin Torry, to the 


it shone | Society of the M. EF. Church, daied Grand 
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Continued from Page 188. 


One would think there could be no dif.|. In. July the Missisangshs received in- 


has been manifeated by several 
other clergymen of the esta 
which affords us hdpe that their: influ- 
get will be farther extended, in behalf 
of this unfortunate and»m neglected 
people. npn er 

The brethren having concluded their 
business at the Credit, returned. to the 
Grand River, accompanied by a number 
of their indian triends, who had been 
awakened at the late meetings. On the 


stractions to repair to the Credit, for the 


How has it arisen? And bow purpose of receiving (heir presents, which | 


first sabbath in August I met them at the 
mission house, where our meeting was 
rendered highly interesting from a. re- 


ble, and that if in any thing we find, that | has it come to be regarded as of practical 


at at : are issued by the government. On those | membrance of the late fay vents 
we are believing or practising for gospel importance ? he Baptists, in proving j oureble « 


bing. 


Twenty -five cents willbe allowed to AGENTs cen f 
accasions it has been common for the In 


for every good subscriber which they shall 
obtain for the Secretary, and return the 
names (o this office. 

i? No paper will be stopped except at the 
option of the publisher, until notice is given, 
and arrearages paid 

Allletterson the subject of this paper, or 
Communications for it, should be addressed to 
th: Editor of tue Caristian Secretary —Post 
PAID. 

*,* Advertisements inserted at the usual 
prices. 


From the American baptist Magazive. 
An accor nt of the Union Meeting, recently held 
in Vermont, by the Conzregationalists and 
the Baplisis. From the Minutes of the Fuir- 

field Baptist Association, Sept. 1825. 

Concluded from page 185. 

Thus it appears that in all the most es- 
sential doctrines we are agreed. Those 
concerning which we differ ure of the sec- 
ond degree of importance, and most of 
them such as respect the forms of duty 
only. The authority which the Old Tes- 
tameant has over christians is a subject. of 
much importance. Our difference on 
that point, and concerning the covenant 
revealed to Abraham, seems to go near to 
place us on different foundations. We 
profess to grow on the same olive from 
which the Jews were broken, and that 
we are built upon the foundation of the 
Apostles and Prophets, Jesus Christ bim- 
self being the chief corner stone. 

These two statements having been 
presented, the fullowing resolutions, after 
some discussion and amendment, were 
passed, viz: 

Resolved, That we ardently desire that 
the Congregational and Baptist denomina- 
tions, may be united in one by believing 
and practising alike according to the word 
of God ; and towards effecting this impor- 
tant object, we mutually agree to relin- 
quish in our practice, whatever things 
may he a grief to the other, when we are 
convinced they are not required by the 
Bible. 

Resolved, That we will not ask each 
other to lay aside any thing which the Bi- 
ble does require us to practise or main- 
tain, becanse to make such a request 
would be likely to hinder the two denom- 
inations from meeting. 

On motion of Mr. Blodget, there was 
appointed another meeting of the two de- 
nominations, at Swanton, on the second 
Wednesday of June, 10 0’clock, A. M. 
1825. 

At the meeting in Jone, 1825, Mr. Sa- 
bin preached ; and Mr. Lyon being the 
only person present, of the Congregation- 
al committee, stated that he felt himself 
unatithorized to take any part in the 
meeting, in bebalf of his brethren, they 
not being present. The Baptists then 
presented the following statement, show- 
ing (he ground upon which they were wil- 
ling to continue mutual efforts for a union. 

As by the written statements of both 
denominations, at our meeting in June, 
1824, it appears (hat we are not agreed in 
many points of faith, in the manner of 
church-building, and in practice, and that 
of course there is error in one or both of 
us, we would now ask, 

1. Is it our design in this meeting to in- 
quire afier truth, and endeavour to be 
united in it so as to form but one denom- 
ination? Or is it our design to forma 
compromise between truth and error, and 
to fellowship each other as regular gospel 
churches and ministers, while we neither 
believe, build, nor practice alike ? 

Resolved, That it is our design to gnd 
the truth, and be united in il so as to be 
but one denomination ; not to blend trvth 
and error, and say we are agreed when we 
are not, as sach a compromise would not 
meet the approbation of the Great Head 
of the Church, nor agree with his word, 
nor stand in the day of judgment, with re- 
ference to which we ever wish to act. 

2. Are we willing in christian frienship 
with open frankness, to come to the light 
of our case, by meeting together, and uni- 
ting in solemn prayer to God, confessing 
to Him and to each other, that there is a 
wrong at least in some, if not in all of us, 
while we disagree ia faith and practice, 
humbly asking him to enlighten us by his 
Spirit, to give us an understanding of his 


doctrine, that which ts not therein re- 
quired, we will do so no more ? 

Resolved, That we are thus willing, 
considering that if either of us should man- 
ifest an unwillingness to meet on such 
principles, we should give the other reas 
on to believe that we were either afraid to 
come to the light, or that we wished to 
keep up party spirit, and to have the 
children of God remain divided. 

4. Are we willing not only to meet, 
pray, read, and converse on the points on 
which we disagree, bot tv recommend to 
the ministers and people, that, from time 
to time, they meet in christian friendship, 
preach, and hear on the points of differ- 
ence, counting it no offence for each de- 
nomination to hold up all the light they 
have in favour or against, except it be 
done with an unchristian temper ? 

Resoived, That we are willing and anx- 
ious for sach meetings, and willing to hold 
ourselves censurable by all, if we, as 
ministers or people, in any instance, act 
with an unchristian spirit, or state any 
thing for gospel doctrine, which we cannot 
there read, either in precept or example, 
to those requiring it of us. 

After a few affectionate remarks by 
Messrs. Culver, Lyon, and Tuttle, on the 
subject of a union, the meeting closed, 
public information having been given, that 
the Baptist Committee appointed to attend 
that meeting, would stand adjourned tll 
Sept. 18¢5, and that if the Congregational 
Committee still wished for an opportuni- 
ty of meeting us, they might fix upon a 
time and place, previously to Sept. 1825, 
and give us information of the same, and 
we would meet them.* 

‘l'he preceding records we insert with- 
out note or comment, and leave it for a 
candid public, to say what denomination 
refuses to come to the light, lest their er- 
rors be exposed by a thorough investiga- 
tion. 

By order of the Association. 

A. SABIN, Moderator. 
P. CHASE, Clerk. 


The foregoing account is of so interest- 
ing a pature, that we deem no apology re- 
quisite for presenting it entire to our read- 
ers. It isan important historical doca- 
ment ; and, as such, it onght to be pre- 
served, and very seriously pondered. It 
conveys many instructive lessons. One, 
which we cannot forbear to mention, is 
our great liability to mistakes in the his- 
tory of opinions and controversies. A 
striking instance of this, we have in the 
statement (No. 7), relative to the estima- 
tion in which the Baptists were consider- 
ed to hold the Scriptures of the Old Tes- 
tament. Were it not for their own state- 
ment, some future historian, perlaps, 
would, with a good conscience, have ad- 


churches in the north-western part o! 
Vermont. Now, if atthe present day, 


and in our own country, it is pos-ible for 
error on this subject to exist and be circu- 
lated, how cautious should we be io re- 
gard to unfavourable representations rela- 
tive to each other, which opposing par- 
ties have handed down to us, from distant 
ages and countries ! 

It occurs to the reflecting reader, that 
some of the enomerated articles of differ- 


from the bearing which they either have, 
or are generally supposed to have, on the 


ment,) What is baptism? and, Who are 
the proper subjects ? 
however, to remark, that on those arti 


our Pedohaptist brethren themselves. 

In reference to John’s baptism, Dr. 
Koapp, who has for half a century beld 
an eminent station in the great theologic- 
al school of the Lutherian chorch in Eu- 


if our memory serves us, expressed an 
opinion remarkably coincident with the 
one commonly entertained by the Bap- 
tists. 

The assertion which we and our breth- 
ren make, is, that the ministry of John 
was the dawn of the gospel dispensation, 


word, and bring us together io his tratb ? 


*No such meeting was appointed. Ed. 


ded to the list of heretics, a cluster of | 


ence, derive their principal iunportance | 


two inquiries, (certainly of no trifling mo- | 


It is but justice, | 


cles there is a diversity of opinion among | 


rope, has, in his Scripta varii argumenti, | 


ithat none bat snch as repent onght to be 
baptized, advert to the examples record- 
edin the New. Testament, and, among 
others, to a mullitade of very strong ca-|souzht. opportunities of tempting them 
ses in the practice of Jolin. And to show, with ardent spirits, for the purpose of ob- 
that baptism is immersion, they advert to {taining their blankets and other property. 
the records which state that they who | hese drunken fro‘ics our brethren now 
came to John, *‘ were baptized of him in| viewed with horror, and they dreaded the 
Jordan, confessing their sins.”. There|hour of temptation, and the company of 
was no Way of avoiding the force of these | others of the nation, who would most pro- 
arguments, but to matnbain that John’s | bably follow up these dronken scenes to 
buptism was not gospe! baptism. the ensoing assembinge 
Here we would seriousfy ask, {3 it not!/éd most fervently that the Great good 
reasonable to believe, that the Apostles, Spirit, would deliver them from this evil ; 
who had been John’s disciples, and w ho, at the same time they re<olved that they 
under the eye of our Lord himself while | would drink no ardent spirils, on any ac- 
he was on earth, administered baptism,* count whatever. Thus praying, and ac- 
did, in performing this, the same act that | companied by Peter Jones, the exhorter. 
John had done, and required of their can- they repaired to the place of general ren- 
didates as muchas he had required of his ? | dezvous, where they met the brethren of 
And when our Lord gave his final com-| other tribes from about the head of Onta- 
mission to his, Apostles, did he annul! what! rio and York. | The Chi istian Indians, 
he had sanctioned before his crucifixion ?| having pitched their tents by themselves, 
Surely not. He only adapted the forin of | immediately set up meetings, when Peter 
words to the fall display which it was now exhorted them to steadfastness and to pray- 
/proper for him to make of his divine/er, for the salvation of their brethren of 
character, and the system of redemption. | the pagan tiibes. On the sabbath there 
Among all his followers who had been | was a general collection of whites, whom 
baptized, either by Johner the Apostles, |the report ofan Indian preacher and pray- 
before the giving of this commission, not|ing Indians, bronght together by hun- 
one, so far as we have any account, was|dreds. In this mixed multitude, good 
re-baptized. What was the fact in re-| order was observed by all, and the whites 
gard to Appollos? ‘* This man was in-/| listened with profound attention, while 
structed in the way of the'Lord, and, be-|they heard, forthe first time, the prayers 
ing fervent in the spirit, he spake and | and exhortations of the Christian religion 
taught diligently the things of the Lord,|in a barbarous language. Affected as 
knowing only the baptism of John.”” When they were at ascene so novel and impres- 
Priscilla and Aquila met with him, they | sive, as a congregation of Missisaugahs 
did not re-baptize him. They only ‘ex-| worshipping Jehovah, and singing the 
pounded unto him the way of God more | praises of the Kedeemer, they were still 
perfectly.’t more powerfully touched when the “ In- 
We know of but one case in respect to | dian preacher”? changed his Indian for an 
whick there is the least reason to think | English Congregation, and in a pathetic 
that any who had received John’s bap- ‘exhortation, addressed them in the Eng- 
'tism, were baptized again by the Apos-| lish language on the great concerns of 
tles. We allude to the case of certain | their salvation. Here the Spirit of the 
| disciples found at Epbesus, as mentioned | Lord, as on former occasions, accompan- 
in the eineteenth chapter of the Acts. It) jed the word to the heart, especially of 
| is wel! known, that critical expositors are the rude Indians, a considerable number 
|not agreed concerning this passage, some | of whom became convicted of their sintul 
| being «* the opinion that it was not inten-| state, and anxiously inquired what they 
ded to intimate a re-baptizing. Butifwe | should do to be saved. That they might 
| suppose it was, we can easily conceive of “enjoy the means of instruction and er ice, 
the reason. Paul may have perceived a| these new penitents signified their desire 
| radical defect in the religious instruction! to return with the Christian Indians, to 

| which they had received. They had not, | (he establishment on the Grand river. 
'perhaps, been directed to the great ob-| While our brethren were detained at 
ject of evangelic faith. [tis not said, nor | the Credit, two circumstsnces occurred, 
is itat all probable, that they had been! wiich encourage us to hope that our In 
dian friends will persevere in their reso- 


)dians to indulge in scenes of drunkenness 
and revelry ; ang at those fimes there 
were not wanting men, who eagerly 


a 


But they pray-| 


the presence of sixty Indian children in 
the sabbath school, the increase of our 
congregation, the goodly number of con- 
verts to be added to the church, the ad- 
ministration of the ordinance, and the 
comforts and blessings of grace which 
rested on the worshippers. Those who 
witnessed the happy scenes of this da 
will long remember the impressions which 
were made upon their minds. The ordi- 
nance of baptism was administered to 45 
of the converts, and the society was in- 
creased to one hundr2d and one converted 
Indians, 

In a former coinmunication we have 
mentioned the importance of native teach- 
ers. Every step we advance in our mis- 
sionary labours, confirms the opinion we 
had formed on this subject, The native 
convert, who is well instructed and ma+ 
tured in his Christian experience, will 
become our missionary to the tribes in the 
interior wilderness; his knowledge of 
their manners, hiis language, and his very 
hebits in life having formed him for. this 
work :—brother Peter Jones is already 
sucha missionary. He is a youth ot much 
promise to his nation and the church, and 
whose labours are continually a blessing 
to his people. Of his late exeursions to 
some interior tribes, as also an account of 
the Muncey Indians on the Thames, I 
must reserve for another letter. This I 
shall endeavour to forward you in a few 
days. : 


Till then, farewell. 
ALVIN TORRY, 


Indian Letter.—T he following letter ig 
written by the Choctaw who was delega- 
ted by his Tribe to conduct twenty-one 
Indian youths to Great Crossing, in Ken- 
tucky, for education at that place, under 
the general superintendence of Col, R. 
M. Johnson :-— 


Blue Springs, feos County, ) 


Kentucky, Nov. 5, 1825, 


Hon. Jas. Barbour, See’ry of War. 

Sir: I have delivered over to Cob. 
Richard M. Johnson, twenty-one Choc- 
taw youths, for the purpose of education, 
in conformity to the resolution of the 
Choctaw Nation to whom I belong. I ap-~ 
prove of this measure, because, I was 
educated in the bosom of our white 
brethren, in Tennessee, and I know how 
to appreciate the smestimable blessings 
arising from an education among them,— 
lt is my decided opinion, that the promis- 
ing youths of our netion should be educa- 
ted in this method, leaving the mass of our 


baptized by John, but only ‘ unto John’s 

| baptism ;” and they seem to have been | jution to abstain from ardent spirits, and 
‘ignorant, in a great degree, of what itim-|that no fatal impediments can_be thrown | 
plied. * Then said Paul, John verily bap- 
tized with the baptism of repentance, say- 
ing unto the people, that they should be- 
lieve on him who should come after him, 
that is, on Christ Jesus.” 

We have not room, noris it necesary 
‘to expatiate. All must approve the can- 
litid and liberal temper, evinced by our 
| brethren in Verinont. We are confident. | yrodaced ill effects ; for when once they | 
ithat the ground which they have taken, i had tasted the infatuating bone, they w ould | 

is the ground on which the disciples of continue their dranken revels while they 
| Christ will ultimately meet ‘ in the unity | could obtain liquors, and frequently till 
lof the spirit, and in the bond of peace.’ | most of their presents were expended.— 
_In the mean time, let us not for a moment} This evil it was foond drfficalt to correct, 
cherish one unhallowed thought of self-| since the custom had been established. 
_complacence. ‘ He that glorteth, let him' Op this occasion, however, the costom, 
‘glory in the Lord.’ It is the Lord that) we hope, has reeeived a check : for the 
has given us, so far as we possess, the un-| Christian Indians having declined the of 
derstanding of his will, and the disposition | fey of spirits, and convictions of their evil 
‘to obey his commands. But, alas! how |tendency haying been made on the minds 
much do we see in ourselves and in all! of others, the ageut ventured to forbid the 
around us, that ought to humble us in the | distribution of any liquors ; and for the 
idust. Letus earnestly seek, as in the! first time, perhaps, the kegs of spirits 
)sight of God, to knew and to do our duty | were carried away from the Indian camp, 
in all things, ever * speaking the trath in} and no indians made drunk on that occa- 
love,’ attaching to every sulyect its dune! jon. The other encouraging occurrence, 
degree of importance, and * in meekness | js the good will which has been shown by 
instructing those that oppose themselves.’ | the government towards the Christian In- 
Souls are perishing in sin ; and we are all |dians, on account of their reformation and 
going to the judgment seat of Christ. ‘disposition for civilization. At the time 
the presents were given out, several gen- 
tlemen from York, of high respectability, 

a. among whom was the reverend clergy- 

Donations to the Tract Society.—The| mon, made them a friendly visit, and on 
Treasurer of the American Tract Socie- | witnessing their devotions, showed much 
ty acknowledges the receipt of $1879, ‘countenance tothe work, and encouraged 
43 during the two months ending Nov. ‘them to be faithful in the guod cause they 
19. Of this sam, $500 were from Joho ‘had undertaken. This friendly disposi 


in the way of bringing these savage tribes | 
to religion and toa civilizedstate. It had | 
been customary with the agents, after ziv-| 
‘jag out the presents to the Indians, to give | 
them a treat ofa few gallons of spirits, not} 
with any fraudulent design, but as a far-| 
ther expression of good will and hospita: | 
This custom, it was seen, had | 


ble cheer. 
' 


} 


*See John iv. 1, 2. 
tSee Acts xviii. 25, 26. 


population to the honourable and benevo- 


‘lent exertions of the Missionaries who 
}are settled among us—for we acknowl- 


edge with gratituce their pious and be+ 
nevolent labors ; and nothing is intended 
to depreciate their merits. I came here 
with high expectations, from the high 
character we had of our friend, Col. 
Johnson. Bal, notwithstanding these 
expectations, | am agreeably disappoint- 
ed in finding every arrangementto exceed 
those expectations; and I feel confident 
that numerous blessings will flow to the 
Choctaw nation from this instruction; and 
| consider it deserving the confidence and 
patronage of the General Government 
and the Choctaws. I have deemed it my 
duty to communicate this to you, as our 
enardian and friend, under the advice and 
control of the President of the United 
States, 

I have seen and conversed with the 
Rey. Thos. Henderson, who has been 
selected to teach them, and from my own 
observations, and from information, I con. 
sider him eminently qualified to teach our 
children, and to form their manners, im- 
prove their minds, and to inculcate the 
principles of the Christian religion. 

With sentiments of great respect, your 
obedient servant. 


P. P. PITCHLYN, 


—— 

American Tract Societ;.—From the 
American Tract Magazine for December, 
we learn thatthe Publishing Committee 
of the American Tract Society in this 
city, have sanctioned with great unanim- 
ity apwards of one bundred Tracts, of 
which more than seventy ace either 


Tappan, Esq. of Boston, aod $450 were|tion towards the improvement of the In- 


stereotyped, or in progress at the found- 
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‘for actual transgression. 


, before the annual meeting in May, 
increase this number to 150 or 200. 
To accomplish this, however, a consider- 
able amount of funds will be required, 
aiid the Committee, therefore, invite all 
who feel interested in the welfare of the 
Society to come forward at this time and 
lend it their aid, 
The Committee have recently voted 
ages of Tracts to the missiona- 
wet hee Randwick Islands, for distribu- 
stion among the American seamen and 
othersin that part of the world ; and 10, 
000 pages to the Baptist Convention of 
the State of New York, for the use of 
their numerous missionaries in the fron 
tier: settlements. We understand that 
applications have already been mace for 
appropriations of Tracts, for various other 
missionary stations, in this and in foreign 
countries ; and that the Committee de. 
eign to aid all such establishments as far | 
as their funds will permit.— Obs. 
ee 
CHRISTIAN SECRETARY. 


Harrrornp, Monpsy, December 26, 1825. 


Extract of a letter to the Editor, from a min- 
ister in Zelienople, Pena. dated November 


25, 1825. 

«* We are very weak in point of minis- 
terial labor, but I trust the Lord will raise 
us up. One new church was received by 
the Association this year. It was consti 
tuted May 28, 1825, consisting of 13 per- 
sons; but we have had some drops of 
mercy since. 1! baptized one on the 6th 
of August ; and since then I have had the | 
felicity of leading into the watery grave, 
14 more. O when will the wilderness 


Rope etre he that the Committee, be reasons with no less cogency; and cda- 


cludes his letter by a consideration of “ the 
rule of duty by which we ought to regulate our 
wall and conversation, in the world.” We 
take pleasure in giving the author's sentiments 
upon this subject, in his own happy form oi 
expression. 

“Some have presumed to deny that 
the moral law is a proper rule for a be- 
liever’s conduct. Either such persons 
ranst confuse themselves by using words 
without any meaning, and by putting a dil- 
ferent construction upon the expressions 
of those whom they oppose, from what 
they ever intended to convey, or their aim 
must be the most pernicious and wicked, 
that can be well conceived. If they have 
honest intentions, let them try to under 
stand us, and /abour to express themselves 
intelligibly. The question is of vital im 
portance ; let the answer be distinct and 
clear. Is the law of God a rule of life, or, 
is itnot? We never imagined that tt was 
a rule by which we are to acquire a title 
to eternal lite. We believe that no law 
can give life to a transgressor ; but we af: 
firm, that the believer is bonnd to atudy 
conformity to the moral law, in the whole 
course of his life, andin every part of his 
conduct, that hy this unalterable rule he 
must judge of right aud wrong, of duty and 
sin. The monstrous absurdity that the 
Geniiles were never under the moral 
law, is too palpably absurd to require re- 
futation. For if we were to inquire a 
hundred times, what were they under? 
the reply must be nothing! How then 
could they be redeemed from the curse of 
the law, according to Gal. iii. 13. Those 
who oppose us, will sometimes endeavour 
to palliate their d:nial of the law as a role 
of conduct, by saying, * [tis not a sofh- 


blossom like the rose ?” 

Thus is the God of grace extending the 
branches of that vine, under the shadow of 
which, the penitent and ransomed sinner sits | 
with great delight, while its fruit is sweet to 
histaste. The prayer which the saints are so 
constantly offering, ‘“* Thy kingdom come,” 
he who taught the form, is answering, and the 
result is, sinners are saved, God is glorified. 
the church is enlarged, angels rejoice, and 
the kingdom of darkness trembles. Chris- 
tians, will you not pray still more fervently ? 


The Rev. Beriah N. Leach, of Cornwall, 
Vt. in a letter to the Editor, says :— 


“The Lord is pouring out his holy 
Spirit in this region most gloriously. to 
Addison there have been about twenty 
baptized. It is thought there was never 
known so general a revival in Middlebury 
College, as the present; Br. Church, of 
Poultney, has baptized about 20 this seas- 
on. In Benson, there is a powerful work 
going on. The reign of grace is sove- 
reign.” | 


A respected [correspondent in the neigh- 
borhood of Pittsburgh, Peon. has kindly fur- 
nished us by mail, with a copy of the Minutes 
of the Beaver Baptist Association, convened 
at Zion Church, Armstrong Co. Penn. Au- 
gust 25, 26, and 27, 1825. 

This Association comprises eleven church 
es, containing in ali 282 members, and but five 
ordained ministers. Twenty were added by | 
baptism in the year, and six by letter. The 
introductory sermon was preached by the Rev. 
John Winter, from 1 Cor. Ist Chap. 2ist 
verse. In the 12th article of their Minutes, 
they say, 

** John Smith, the impostor, advertised | 
by the Association, some time since, is a_ 
man of about 35 years of age, about 5 feet | 
9 inches high, slender built, black hair | 
mixed with white ones, and dark com- | 
plexion ; has a very light walk, and well 
dressed. The churches are again in. 
formed, he is a vile impostor.” 


The Circular letter, drawn up by the Rev. | 
Mr. Winter, is a highly gratifying specimen of 
purity in doctrine, and zeal for christian holi- 


ness. The author ingeniously throws the | 
whole into the form of what may be called, an | 
explanatory exhortation ; and inspires in the | 
reader, a confidence in the fidelity with which | 
the truths of the gospel are, and will be, main- | 
tained by genuine Baptist Associations, how- | 
ever small their numbers may be. The wri- 

ter first adverts to the total depravity of the 
heart, asa truth worthy of a vigorous defence ; 
and in regard to the unabated obligation to 
obedience, has the following pertinent re- 


marks. 


‘* But, it is atruth of eqnal importance, 
that man’s total apostacy from God, has 
made no difference as to his obligations to 
obedience: for obligation itself remains 
‘the same, though sense of obligation is lost. 
Men are even prone to exculpate them. 
‘selves from blame, and to lay it upon Ad- 
am, or, by implication, npon God; and 
seem to consider original sin, an excuse 
But God still re- 
quireth trath in the inward parts, and de- 
‘mands the obedience of the whole heart. 
If our fellow men only judge of their duty 
and guilt by an abated law, they will nev- 
er know half their need of Christ, or half 
their obligations to him." 


His next remarks relate to the trinity, the 
divinity of Jesus Christ as necessary to atone- 
ment, and the personality and office work of 
three Holy Ghost. On these topics he enlarges 
with much force of argument. He then ex- 
horts to contend for the grand doctrine of sal- 
vation by grace through faith, en which truth 


cient role. exclusive of other parts of the 
word of God ; and it is not fit for man’s 
fallen condition.” We inquire, then, is 
ita rule atall? and what are those other 
parts which make up the believer's rule ? 
Are they contrary to the moral law, or 
explanatory of it? What is meant by the 
moral! law, which we affirm, and they de 
ny, to be obligatory upon believers? We 
understand by it, that which the apostle 
tells us is sammed upin one word—Love. 
This law is explained in the whole pre- 
ceptive part of the divine word; a brie 
epitome of which is contained in the dec- 
alogne. Now, is this a sufficient rule, or, 
is it not, for our conduct? Is it not our 
duty to love God supremely ; or, has the 
love of Christ released us from that obli- 
gation? Is not love to man our duty ? 
or, are we at.liberty to hate, revile, in- 
jore, or rob and murder our neighbour ? | 
In short, which of the ten commandments 
is abrogated 2? Which can we Jay aside, 
or transgress without blame? Shall we 
say they are too strict, and not fit for man’s 
fallen condition? If itis cruelty or injus- 
tice to exact full obedience from crea 
tures, the thought that the Son of God 
was required to suffer, in order that they 
who transgress a law, by far too rigorous, 
may be exempted from suffering its penal- 
ty, is truly shocking. But if we contend 
that the law of God remains unabated 
since the fall, and demands not external 
performances only, but internal conformi- 
ty to God, then there is a divine beauty. 
and a glorious harmony, in the plan of our 
salvation by Christ. 

O, brethren, we beseech you to reflect 
upon the horrid consequences of the per- 
nicious and anti-scriptural sentiment, 
against which we contend. Notions, the 
most dishonorable to God, our Saviour, 
that ever entered the breast of man! For 
where there is no law, scripture and com- 
mon sense unite in declaring, ** there is 
no transgression!” and if no transgres 
sion, there is no need of a Saviour; and 
henee, by one single unscriptural senti 
ment, we nullify the gospel, and render 
nogatory the work of Christ. 


‘ —_—_—-s— 

The Rev. Oliver Wilson, Pastor of the! 
church in Montville, Chesterfield Society, 
has, since abont the first of November, say in 
six or seven weeks past, drawn from the de 
pository of the Baptist Tract Society, Auxil- 
iary to the Convention of Connecticnt. rising 
of ten thousand pages of tracts, almost the 
whole of which he has, by a praise worthy at- 
tention. distributed or put in circulation in the 
It is with grateful 
that at the close of the 
Monthly Concert of Prayer in the abore 
church, on the 4th inst, an Auxiliary Tract 
Society was formed, and organized by a choice 
of officers, which Society comprises near 100 
subscribers, who set an example worthy of 
imitation, by paying their subscriptions for 
the year in advance. 

Will not the above example be followed by | 
every Baptist minister in the state? It ought | 
to be; and it is hoped that no minister will 
shriok fiom the attempt, under an impression 
that it will be useless. Like Robert Raikes, | 
the founder of Sabbath shools, resolve to try ; | 
and like the Rev. Wilson, begin by buying. 
vat some tracts for distributivun—let the peo- | 
ple see them, and benevolent men wii step 
forwaré withtheiraid. There are plenty of 
tracts on band at the Society's Depository, | 
kept at the Editor’s room, office of the Ch-is- | 
tian Secretary ; and it may be worthy of re-| 
mark, that one third as many tracts as any | 
person kuys for distribution, are added gratis | 
to the number so bought. Subscribers to 
Auxiliary Societies are not expected to give, 


vieiity of his residence. 
pleasure we add, 


large sums, 12} cents annually from 50. or 100 
in a society, will buy a large amount of tracts 
for distribution; and leave something to aid 
the general funds of the Parent Society. 


The coldness experienced here, on Tues- 
day, says the New York Statesman, of Dec. 
20, extended to every part of the country.— 
The mails from Baltimore for the east, by 
steamboat, were returned; being stopped by 
the ice at the mouth of Elk River. Itis said 
also, by the Albany Daily Advertiser of 
Wednesday the 14th inst. ‘* Yesterday was 
the coldest day experienced here, since the 
14th of January, 1822. Several heavy teams 
crossed the river yesterday on the ice. 


The Hon. John Randolph, is elected by the 
Legislature of Virginia, a Senator in the Con- 
gress of the U. S. to fill the seat vacated by 
the Hon. James Barbour, appointed Secreta- 
ry of War. 

"A distressing fire occurred in New York 
on the morning of the 15th inst., by which, 
almost an entire block of buildings fronting 


streets. was burnt to the ground. Nearly 
fifty buildings were burnt, and 70 or 90 fami- 
lies left houseless—Damage 80,000 dollars. 


A Member of the Convention, No. 2, is re- 
ceived, and will appear in our next. 


General ¥ntelligence. 
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CONGRESSIONAL. 
SENATE. 
December 12—15. 

On Monday the Senate elected its officers, 
agreeably to a resolution adopted at the last 
session, for choosing them biennially. The 
following gentlemen were chosen: Walter 
Lowrie, of Pennsy!vania, Secretary ; Mount- 
joy Bayly, Serjeant at Arms and _ Door keep- 
er; Henry Tims, Assistant Doorkeeper. 

The Senate then proceeded to the election 
of a Chaplain ; and, on the first ballot, the 
Rev. Dr. Stanghton, of this City, was declar- 
ed to be duly elected. 

The following standing Commiltees were 
announced as having been appointed by the 
Chair, viz. : 

On Foreign Reiations.—Messrs. Macon, 
Tazewell, Gaillard§ Mills; White. 

On Finance.—Messrs. Smith, Berrien, 
Holines, Hayne, Woodbury. 

On Commerce:—Messrs. Lloyd, of Mass. 
Van Dyke, Johnson, of Loua. Williams, Ed- 
wards. 

On Manufactures.—Messrs. Dickerson, 
Ruggles, Findlay, Lloyd, of Mass. Clayton, 

On Agriculture.—Messrs. Findlay, Lloyd, 
of Maryland, Branch, Woodbury, Bouligny. 

On Military Affairs.—Messrs. Harrison, 
Benton, Chandler, Hendricks, Johnson of 


y. 
‘On Naval A ffairs.—Messrs. Hayne, Wil- 
liams, Seymour, Robbins, Kane. 
On Public Lands.—Messrs. Barton, Thom- 
as, Eaton, King, Van Dyke. 
On Indian Affairs.—Measrs. 


F Benton, 
White, King, Edwards, Cobb. 


|Committee was ordered to consist of nine 


| 


Friday. the 9th instant. They were omitted | Mr. Wickliffe, ordered to lie on the table and 


‘ /in our last for want of room : 
on Spring, Thompson, Sullivan, and Broom | 


ing a Committee to ing ( 
cy of amending the Constitution so as to 
provide for the election of Presideat of the 
United States, by a direct vote of the peo- 
Pier. Macon offered the following substi- 
tute for Mr. Benton’s resolution, and the 
several amendments which had been proposed 
to it; 

Resolved, That a Select Committee be ap- 
pointed, who shall inquire into the expedi- 
ency of so amending the Constitution, in the| 
election of President and Vice President of | 
the United States, as to attain the best, | 
most preferable, and safest mode in regard to 
such elections. 

This substitute was accepted, and the 


persons. : 
The Senate then spent some timeon Exec- 


utive business: and 
Adjourned to Monday. 
—~ 


HOUSE. 
December 12—16. 


The following Committees were announced 
as having been appointed by the Speaker, on | 


' 


Committee of Elections.—Messrs. Sloane, 
Hayden, Tucker, of South Carolina, Phelps, | 
Hoffman, Powell, and Bryan. 

Committee of Ways and Means.—Messrs. 
M’Lane of Delaware, Cook, Stevenson, of | 
Va. M’Duffie, Dwirht, Marvin, and Brent. 

Committee of Claims.—Messrs. Williams, 
M’Coy, Whittlesy, James Wilson, Barber, of 
Conn. Martindale, and Owen. 

Committee of Commerce.—Messrs. Newton, 
Tomlinson, Cambreling, Reed, Thompson, of 
Georgia, Mangum, and Wurtz. 

Committee on the Public Lands.—Messrs. 
Rankin, Scott, Jennings, of Indiana, Strong, 
Vinton, Whipple, and Estill. 

Committecon the Post Office and Post Roads. 
—Messrs. Ingham, Bartley, Alexander, of 
Tenn. M’Kean, Merriwether, Porter, and 
Baldwin. 

Committee on the District of Colombia.— 
Messrs. Kent, Alexander, of Virginia, Blair, 
Thompson, of Penn. Lathrop, Martin, and 
Humphrey. 

Commitice on the Judiciary.—Messrs. Web- 
ster, Livingston, Buchanan, Wright, Clarke, 
Drayton, and Dorsey. 

Committee on Pensions and Revolutionary 
Claims.—-Messrs. Little, Allen, of Tenn. 
Smith, Plumer; Hasbrouck, Tucker, of New 
Jersey, and Sprague. 

Committee on Public Expenditures.—Messrs. 
Edwards of North Carolina, Gist, Hobart, 
Kidder, Markell, Wales, and Van Horne. 

Committee on Private Land Claims.-— 
Messrs. Campbell, Moore, of Alabama, 
Garrison, Locke, Test, Fosdick, and Arm- 
strong. 

Commiitee on Manufactwres.— Messrs. Mal- 
lary, Condict, Conner, Wickliffe, Davis, 
White, and Burgess. 

Committee on Indian A ffairs.—-Messrs. 
Cocke, M’Kee, M’Lean, of Ohio, Buckner, 
Taliaferro, M’Mauus, avd Miner. 

Committee on Foreign Affairs.—-Messrs. 
Forsyth, Crowniashield, Trimble, Archer, 
Worthington, Everett, and Stevenson, of 
Pennsylvania. 


On Claims.— Messrs. Ruggles, Bell, Chase, 
} 


M’livaine, Clayton. 
On the Judiciary.—Messrs. Van Buren, 
Holmes, Rowan, Berrien, Mills. 


On the Post Office and Post Roads.— Messrs. | W109, Wiison, of S. Carvlina, and Taylor, of 


Jobtnson, of Ky. Jonson, of Loua. Thomas, 
M'Ilvaine, Willey. 
On the Militia. —Messrs. Chandler, Branch, 
Knight, Harrison, Bell. 
On Pensions.—-Messrs. Noble, Chase, 
Marks, Cobb, Ellis. 


On the District of Colombia.—-Messrs. | 
Lloyd, of Md. Rowan, Noble, Eaton, Bou-| 


ligny. 

On the Contingent Expenses of the Senate. 
— Messrs. Seymour, Kane, Hendricks. 

On Engrossed Bills.—Messvs. Marks, Wil- 
ley, Ellis. 

On Tuesday anumber of memorials were 
presented; and several of the subjects alluded 
to in the President’s Message were referred to 
appropriate committees. 

he resolution of Mr. Johnson, of Ken- 
tucky, for appointing a committee to inquire 
into the expediency of abolishing imprison- 
meat for debt, was, on motion of Mr. Hayne, 
amended, as follows: ** And also that they 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of establishing a uotforin system of Bank- 
ruptcy throughout the United States, with 
leave to report by bill or otherwise.” The 
resolution, thus modified, was adopted, and 
the committee was ordered to consist of seven 
members. 

The resolution offered by Mr. Kane, of II- 
linois, for instracting the Committee on the 
Judiciary to inquire into the expediency of 
amending the several acts of Congress regu- 
lating processes in the Courts of the United 
States, so as to make them uniform through- 
outthe Union, was agreed to. 

The Senate then spent some time on Exec- 
utive business, and adjourned. 

On Wednesday, after several memorials 
had been presented, and some subjects advert- 
ed to in the President’s Message, had been re- 
ferred to Committees. 

Mr. Johnson, of Louisiana, offered a reso- 
lution for instructing the Committee on the 
Judiciary to inquire into the expediency of 
extending the sessions of the Supreme Court, 
soas to enable the Judges of that Court to 
decide all the causes belore them at every 
term ; and 

Mr. Benton submitfed a resolution for re- 
questing the President to furnish the Senate 
with an abstract of the lecses made for the 
lead mines and salt springs, since the 3d day 
of May, 1807, with the anaual rents accruing, 
and payments made. 

The following Select Committees were then 
announced as having been appointed by the 
Chair : 

On Roads and Canals.—Messrs. Hendricks, 
Chase, Marks, Thomas, and King. 

On Abolishment of Imprisonment for Debt. 
and for Establishing a Uniform System of 
Bankruptcy throughout the United Siates — 
Messrs. Jobnson, of Ken Licyd, of Mass. 
Van Dyke, Hayne, Mills, Benton, and Ber- 
rien 

The Senate then spent some time in the 
consideration of Executive business, and Ad- 
journed. 

On Thursday, after a number of petitions 
had been presented, the resolution offered 
vesterday, by Mr. Johnson, of Louisiana, in 
relation to the Judiciary, was adopted. 


The resolution in reference to the leases of | table one day. 


lead mines, &c. offered yesterday, by Mr. 
Benton, was agreed to ' 

An animated debate then took place, on a 
motion offered by Mr. Benton, for appoint- 


; 
} 
| 


Committee on Military A ffairs.—Messrs. 
Hamilton, Mitchell. of Maryland, Houston, 
Tatnall, Vance, Lincoin, and Ward. 

Committee on Agriculture.—Messrs. Van 
Rensselaer, Harris, Hallock, Meech, Mer- 


Virginia. 

Committee on Naval Affairs.-—-Messrs. 
Storrs, Holcombe, Bartlett, Saunders, Mark- 
ley, I’. Johnson, and Sands. 

_ Committee on Revisal and Unfinished Bu- 
stness.— Messrs. Moore, of Ky. J. 5. Mitchell, 
aod Herrick. 

Committee of Accounts.—Messrs. Allen, of 
Mass., Peter, and M’Neill. 

Committee on Expenditures inthe Depart- 
rer of State.—Messrs. Bailey, Cassedy, and 

Shiey, 

Cosnmittes on Expenditures in the Depart- 
ment of the Treasury.—Messrs. Burleigh, 
Ross, and Davenport. 

Committee on Expendituresin the Depart- 
ment of War.—Messrs. Mattocks, Kremer, 
and Badger. 

Committee on Expenditures in the Depart- 
ment of the Navy —Messrs. O’Brien, Mitch- 
ell, of S.C and Miller of N. Y. 

Committee on Expenditures in the Post 
Office Department.— Messrs. Wilson of Ohio, 
Findlay of Penn. and Deitz. 

Cummittee on Expenditures on the Public 
Buildings.—Messrs. Johnson, of Va. Swan, 
and Orr. 


JOINT COMMITTEES. 


Committee on Enrolled Bilis.—-Messrs. 
Isaacs and Garnsey. 

Committee for Superintending the annual 
Exp.nditure for the Library of Congress.— 
Messrs. Everett, Bradley, and Wood, of 
New York. 

SELECT COMMITTEES. 

Committee upon the Subject of the Militia.— 
Messrs. Metcalf, Holmes, Barney, Findlay, 
of Ohio, Govan, Ten Eyck, and Mitchell, of 
Tenn. 

Committee on Roads and Canals.— Messrs. 
Hemphill, Beecher, Stewart, Adams, of New 
York, Heory Haynes, and Ingersol. 

Committee on the subject of a Post at the 
Mouth of the Columbian River.— Messrs. Bay- 
lies, Barbour, of Virginia, Angel, Carson, 
Lawrence§Polk, and Thompson of Ohio. 

Committee on the subjects of Weights and 


fo the Eioece Inch méaoa, Sor fa thats bon 


may be pene) to secre the 
and privileges cf residents and non- 
dents.” in ' 

The owing resolution was offered 
Mr. White, of Floride, which lies on ee 
ble one day: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public 
Lands be instructed to inquire into the ex. 
pediency of graoting to actual settlers in the 
Territory of Florida, donations and pre. 
emptions, such as had been granted in other 
Lats aaa of the United States similarly sit. 
uated, 


Mr. Wickliffe, of Kentucky, submitteg 


some resolutions for repealing the 25th section 
of ** An act to establish Jadicial Courts of 
the United States ;” for prescribing the mode 
by which questions referred to in said section 
may be removed from the Siate tribunals 
holding original jurisdiction thereof, to the 
Circuit or District Courts of the Uniteg 
States, at any time before a trial upon the 
merits; and for passing a lew prescribj 
more specifically what processes ought to be 
used in said Courts. 

These resolutions were, on the request of 


be printed. 


A number of petitions ‘and resolutions on 
subjects of private interest, were submitied 
to the House this day. 

Ou Tuesday, Mr. Vinton, from the Commit- 
tee on Public Lands, reported a bill * to an- 
thorize the Legislature of the State of Ohio 
to sell the lands hitherto appropriated for the 
use of schools in that State.” 
_ The resolution yesterday offered by Mr. 
Strong, for a Standing Committee on the Ter- 
ritories, was again read, aod agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Thompson, of Pa. it 
was 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Colombia be instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of altering, amendindh 
and rendering uniform over the whole Dis- 
trict, the Federal laws in force therein, and 
erecting a new prison in the said Dis- 
rict. 

On motion of Mr. Stewart, of Pa. it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on Roads 
and Canals be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of making some permanent pro- 
vision for the preservation and repair of the 
National Road leading from Cumberland, in 
the State of Maryland, to Wheeling, in the 
State of Virginia. 

On Wednesday, after a considerable num- 
ber of petitions had been presented, Mr. 
M’Lane, from the Committee of Ways and 
Meapns, reported a bill making appropriations 
for the support of the Revolutionary and oth- 
er Pensioners, of the United States; which 
was twice read and committed. 

Mr. Isaacs, of Tenn. submitted the follow- 
ing resolve : 

_ Resolved, That the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary be instructed to inquire into the expe- 
diency of so amending the judicial system of 
the United States as to extend the adminis- 
tration of justice equally and alike to all the 
States. 

Mr. Buchanan, of Pa. offered the following, 
which was laid on the table: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Na- 
vy be directed to Jay before this House, the 
proceedings of the Jate Court of loquiry and 
Court Martial, in relation to the case of Com- 
modore Porter. 

A number of resolutions, referring to sub+ 
jects of local and private interest, were sub- 
mitted to the House to-day, which, of course, 
lie one day on the table. 

On Thursday, Mr. Sloane from the Com- 
mittee of Elections, made a report on the pe- 
tition of Daniel Hugnein, jr. who claims the 
seat of Egbert Ten Eyck, a sitting member 
of this House, trom the State of New-York. 
The report, which was in favour of the claim- 
ant, was agreed to, and Mr. Huguenin was de- 
clared duly elected. He then appeared, was 
sworn, and took his seat in the House. 

The resolution yesterday submitted by Mr. 
Buchanan, of Pennsylvania, in relation to the 
case of Commodore Porter, was called up; 
and, after considerable discussion, it was or- 
dered to lie on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Lathrop, of Ms. it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia be directed to consider the 
expediency of prohibiting, by law, the draw- 
ing of any lottery within said District, which 
is not authorized by a law of the United 
States. 

An animated debate occurred in commit- 
tee of the Whole, on a resolution submitted 
by Mr. Blair, afew days ago respecting a sur- 
vey of that part of the western waters which 
lie within East Tennessee, with a view to the 
selection of a site for an Armory on the west- 
ern waters; and, after the Committee had 
reported, the House adjourned. 

On Friday, the resolution offered by Mr. 
Buchanon, io relation to the proceedings ia 
the case of Commodore Porter, was again cal- 
led up, and agreed to. 

Mr. Hamilton, of S C. submitted a resolu- 
tion for requesting the President to lay be- 
fore the House a copy of all the correspond- 
ence between the South American govera- 
ments and our Executive, in relation to the 
Congress at Panama. 

Adjourned to Monday 


Mr. Owen.—As this gentleman is attempt- 
ing a very radical change in the actual condi- 
tion of society, and is travelling about seeking 
for converts, it cannot be improper to circu 
late any material facts that in the course of bis 


Measures.—Messrs. Bradley, Johnson, of N. 
Y. Miller of Penn. James Johnson, Trezvant, | 
Kellogg, and Brown. : 

Committee on the Organization of the Execu- | 
tive Department.— Messrs. Webster, M’Lane, 
of Delaware, Forsyth, Hemphill, Crownin- 
shield, Livingston, and Francis Johnson. 

Committee on the subject of a Suonument to 
the Memory of Gen. Washington.—Messrs. 
Bassett, Alston, Rose, Henry Wilson, Kerr, 
Boon, and Wolle. 

On Monday, the following Committees were 
announced, as having been appointed by the 
Speaker ; 

On Revolutionary Pensions.—Mr. Burges, 
Mr. Wood, of New-York ; Mr. Garnett, 
Mr. Cary, Mr. Varnum, Mr. Thompson, of 
Uhbio ; aod Mr. Harvey. 

On Petitions of Revolutionary Officers.— 
Mr. Hemphill, Mr. Condict, Mr. Anderson, 
Mr. Lecompte, Mr. John Mitchell, Mr. 
Marable, and Mr. Claiborne. 

Mr. Strong, of New York, offered the fol- 
lowing resolution, proposing an amendment 
to the Rules of the House, which hes on the 


Ordered, That the following be added to 
the 53 Rule; namely--‘‘ A CommiTTgx on 
THE TERRITORIES—whose duty it shall be to 
examine into their legislative, civil, and crim- 


peregrinations, may be developed by him as 
to his real opinions and views. Under this 
impression, we give place to the annexed ex- 
tract from the Philadelphia Gazette ; and sup- 


| posing it to be, as we cannot doubt it is, af 


accurate report of what occurred, the fact 
long suspected and much believed, is thereby 
made maoifest that Mr. Owen’s faith and prac- 
lice rest not upon the Scriptures, or the 

of revelation. This fact being known and 
understood, bis Community system, to 
reared on the basis of general infidelity, may 
safely be left for its fate to the common sense, 
and the genuine religious feelings of the cout 
try. 

To those who have not beard Mr. Owes 
talk, it may be gncomary in order to account 
for the pleasantry in the extrace from the 
Philadelphia Gazette concerning, * circum 
stances,” to state that ‘* circumstances” are 
his great first cause, and that their agency ® 
so constant and perpetual, that, in expounding 
his syste, thie word occurs in almost every 
phrase. Indeed, if the word * circumstad- 
ces” were stricken out of the language, t 
system would fail, for want of a term to eX 
plain it.—V. VY. American. 

The Owen Meeting on Friday.— Circum- 
stances” had been favourable, the ex 
model had arrived, but owing to the “ circum 
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Bright visions wait upon the mora, 

Of youths young hopes and extacies, 
Ere noon, life’s lamp will flickering bura, 
Beneath her dark and cheerless skies. 


And life’s gay flowers will fade and fall, 
‘As time’s dark storms are onward led, 
The silent falling leaf and all, 

Point downward to our narrow bed. 


And here frail nature must decay, 

‘And here will time’s poor pleasures end, 
‘Proud reason’s hopes here fade away, 
Beneath the grasp of death’s cold hand. 


How low the clay cold ruin lies, 
Ah, whitber bas the spirit fled ; 
What are the unknown destinies, 
That wait upon the silent dead. 


Seal’d are hersolemn mysteries, 
And dreaded her untrodden path, 
How vain are mortal sympathies, 
To brighten the dark hour of death. 


‘But there's alight from Heaven above, 
A ray from God’s dear dying Son, 

A unity of unknown love, 

(That fought the fight, and victory won: 


That lights the pilgrim’s lonely way, 
“To warm his heart, his hope illume, 
With visions of a brighter day, 
Of peace and joy beyond the tomb. 


From the Baptist Register. 

A brief sketch of the life and character of 
acon Asa Bennett, late of Homer, 
oriland co. N. Y. 


Asa Bennett was born in Mansfield, Ct. 


July 10, 1778, of reputable parents, and 
received a religious education, the effects 
of which were visible in youth, in his re- 
gard fur the Sabbath, the worship of God, 
attention to the scriptures, obedience to 
parents, and in habits of sobriety and de- 
corum. But no lasting religious impres- 
sions were made upon his heart until the 
year 1794, a year memorable for the re- 
vival of evangelical religion in New Eng- 
land. 

In this year he became a hopeful sub- 
ject of regenerating grace, but being 
deeply sensible of the depravity of his 
nature, and of his guilt and danger as a 

; sinner before God, he long indulged fears 
, that after all, he might befmistaken. At 
length his views of the great work of re- 
demption beeame clear, and he heartily 


embraced the discriminating doctrine of 


divine grace, taught in the gospel, as the 
only foundation upon which a sinner might 
rest his hope of eternal life. He saw 
such a fulness in the Lord Jesus Christ, 
,and euch a suitableness in the provision 

qf the Gospel, for the salvation of lost 
men, that he gloried in the cross, and took 
a deep interest in having Christ and him 
crucified, preached unto the people. In 
March 1800, he was baptized, and joined 
the Baptist Church of Christ, in Hamp. 
ton, Ct. From thence he removed his 
standing, by letter, to the church of the 
same faith in Homer, with which he uni- 
ted Sep. 20, 1806. In Feb. 1807, he was 
elected by the church to serve them as a 
Deacon, which duty he discharged to the 
Jast, to their abundant satisfaction ; al- 
though he was not ordained to the office,. 
until March 9th, 1815. 

Deacon Bennett’s activity, integrity, 
zeal, piety, and usefulness, are well 
known, and appreciated, in the sphere in 
which he moved, and his circle was not 
very limited, anda few things perhaps, 
muy here be said for the encouragement 
of others, who would live godly in Christ 
Jesus, atid lay themselves out for the buil- 
ding up of the church of God. 

His devotedness to the cause of reli- 
gion was admirable. It was his maxim to 
*‘ seek first\the kingdom of God.”” The 
world could never turn bim aside from | 
the worship of God in his family, and he 
was punctual to the appointments of the 
church at all times. He had no question 
to ask about its being his duty to go, if the 
ehurch had made an appointment, he was 
a constituent part of that body and must 
be there, and there in season, whether 
the appointment was for public worship, 
discipline, conference, or prayer. 

He was emphatically a peace maker. 
If Satan was making a breach in the wall, 
or sowing discord among brethren, he 


and make up the hedge, and allay the 
chafed feelings of the aggrieved, and re- 
claim the aggressor. Ezekiel xxii. 30. 
He seldom failed of effecting a union be- 
tween contending parties, either in the 
neighbourhood or church, when he inter- 
posed his salutary council, his gentle re- 

oof, his affectionate entreaties, or bis 

umble supplications for their benefit ; 
and many will have occasion to remem- 
ber-him as the healer of the breach, the 
restorer of paths for them to welk in. Isa. 
‘bili. 12. 

During those repeated and powerful 
revivals of religion in the town between 
the years 1812 and 1820, in which time 
the church of which he was a member, 
increased from 68 members to 400, his 
zeal and activity wete worthy the cause 
in which he was . He devoted 


{one 
in visiting from house to house by day, 
exhorting, and praying with the fz nilies, 
and attending conlerence or prayer mee. 
tings at evening, or otherwise labouring 
for the promotion and extension of the 
cause of Christ in the world. His gifts 
in exhortation and prayer, were far above 
a mediocrity, and contributed greatly to- 
ward the stirring up, and edifying the 
church, in the ordinary worship of God 
upon the Sabbath, as well as in times of 
revival. His happy talent in the gov- 
ernment of the church, and his judicious 
and prodent course in the discipline 
thereof, contributed largely, under God, 
toward the promotion of that anion which 
the church has so long enjoyed. His 
faithfulness in the examination of can- 
didates for baptism, and church fellow- 
ship, was very distinguished. Having 
seen the deceitfulness of his own heart, 
and felt its baleful influence, he was pre- 
pared to watch closely the exercises of 
the heart in others, and although he was 
ever ready to extend charily, yet he wan- 
ted to extend it on substantial grounds, 
often saying, that a mistake there, would 
likely prove fatal, as they would proba- 
bly go down to death upon the same hope, 
with which they were then about to act, 
and unless great care was taken, the 
church might contribute toward the des- 
truction of a soul. 

He took an interest in the benevolent 
operations of the day, the Foreign and 
Domestic Missionary Societies, received 
help from his labours and contributions. 
But the Bible canse seemed to lay near- 
est his heart, in this he spent mach time 
and contributed liberally, often saying. 
the circulation of the scriptures was indis- 
pensable, in working that reformation in 
society, which is so desirable. 

He was a man of robust constitution, of 
industrous habits, and was through life, | 
laborious and healthful, until attacked by 
the disease of which he died. A sudden 
and heavy cold which he caught in Feb. 
1823; that seated upon his lungs, termin- 
ated in aconsumption, and ended his la- 
bours and. his sorrows together, Nov. 9th 
1525, in the 48th year of his age. 

During the first part of bis sickness, he 
was held in suspense about the issue, at 
length becoming satisfied it was the will 
of God that he should die, he set his 
** house in order” with great deliberation, 
and arranged all bis temporal concerns, 
even to the ceremonies of his funeral, 
and quietly waited for the time to come, 
when he should depart and be with the 
Lord. He often said to his friends, my 
work is done, { am waiting for death, and 
frequently said, | would not change places 
with you, cr any person in the world. 
For months before he died, he wished to 
hear no conversation upon things earthly ; 
he would say, I have done with these 
things, they afford me no entertainment ; 
talk on death, judgment, heaven, eterni- 
ty ; these things | am approzching, and 
these are all important to me, and others 
also. Mach useful instruction was from 
time to time communicated by him, which 
was interesting to his friends; the 
following remarks wiil serve as a speci- 
men. 

At one time he said, I have much com- 
pany of the best kind, such as ministers, 
deacons, and eminent pious christian 
friends, yet in them I can discover much 
that is unlike the Glorious Saviour, what 
then must we think of many professors, 
and in what an awlul condition must the 
world be, which lieth in wickedness about 
us. 

To the pastor of the church, who had 
been for some months laid by from pul- 
pit labours, through bodily indisposition, 
he said, my work is done, but | think God 
will yet raise you up for further useful- 


inetnnce for thtee tionths together, prepared 


ness inthe church, and if you ever do | Cortland Observer, the week after his 
death. 
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, ahd at a convenient time he 
asked to see them, and they were Jaid in 
order in a drawer, and placed before him. 
He locked upon them with a smile and 
said, “it is a pleasant sight, they look 
good, I think I never had a suit of clothes 
in my life that I thought move of ; I think 
| take full as much satisfaction in the 
thought of wearing thea as I did my wed- 
ding suit, I don’t know but! am in danger 
of taking pride in them. I think it would 
be very agreeable to put them on to day, 
if it were God’s will that I] should; I am 
ready. ‘To his family who were weep- 
ing at this moving scene, he said, ** you 
must fortify your minds, it will be a sol- 
emn trying scene with you; I do not ex- 
pect then to be able to talk much, but 
would say now, that 

‘When you hear my heart strings breaks, 

How sweet the minutes roll; 


A mortal paleness on my cheek, 
And glory in my soul.” 


A neighbouring brother in the minis- 
try came in a few moments after, to 
whom he said, | have just bad a new suit 
of clothes made for me, which I think 
much of, ‘don’t you want to see them ? 
At another time some of the youth of the 
church and congregation visited him, and 


which was, ‘* From whence doth this 
union arise,”’ in the last stanza, the follow- 
ing words delighted him much, * And all 
his bright glory shall see.” It was his 
favourite hymn; but it seemed new to 
him then, “Iam,” said he, going into 
that glory immediately—it is near—it 
does not seem to be at arms length, no, it 
is here right before me! The special 
savour of this, lasted with him several 
days. 

Toa neighbour, who called to pay a 

friendly visit, who was not a believer in 
the scriptures, and with whose religious 
views he was well acquainted, be said 
with much seriousness, ** ] am going a 
longjourney, and] should like to have 
some one tell me something about the 
way and end thereof—can you ? and be- 
ing answered in the negative, he said, 
‘* would you be willing to change places 
with me ? but was again answered in the 
negative. 
For some weeks before his death his 
voice was reduced to a whisper, and ve- 
ry little conversation was had with him, 
but bis mind remained tranquil, and in- 
tently fixed upon the glory of that king- 
dom whch is not of this world. When 
the last hour arrived he was perfectly 
sensible of his state, and seemed glad 
that. his time had come to die, that he 
might go torest. He looked round up- 
on all in the room distinctly several times, 
as if to see that all his family were there, 
but did not attempt to speak to any, all 
had been said and done before, he had 
nothing to do but 'to die. When the rat- 
tling in the throat had ceased, and it was 
thought his strength and sense were gone, 
and the vital spark was about to expire, 
to the surprise of his friends, he moved 
his hands, and as one lay off trom his body, 
he raised the clothes with the other, and 
placed his arms deliberately across his 
breast, and looking upward, he seemed to 
express as much with his eyes, and in his 
countenance for about two minutes, asa 
dying man could, if he had actually seen 
heaven open, and Jesus onthe right hand 
of God: and then quietly sunk into the 
embrace of death. His end was peace. 
** Blessed are the dead who die in the 
Lord.”” Thus, dear reader, I have given 
you a brief sketch of the life and death of 
this servant of God, and may you and I be 
influenced by what we discover in his 
character, imitative of Jesus Christ, to go 
and to do likewise. 


The following article appeared in the 


get able to preach again, be faithful to 
God, and deal with souls in earnest, urge | 


them any evidence of their good estate, 
it isthe spirit and love of God in the 
heart, that will give this, and that must be 


obedience through Jesus Christ. Some 
depend much upon the last moments of 
life, and enquire with much earnestness, 
bow did the person fee!, what did he say ? 
This is no certain test of a sinner’s good 
estate, necessity may induce a person 
then to say that which the heart never 
subscribed to; it is an awful placé to 
make a wreck, just as they think they are 
entering the port of Heaven! Men will 
die as they live, the character is formed 
for heaven or hell in life, not in death, 
Oh that they could see this as it appears 
tome! Tell sinners to repent and be- 
lieve the gospel, urge the necessity of it, 
exhibit the holiness of the law of God, 
and hold up the glorious character of a 
cracified Redeemerin the gospel, persuade 
men, beseech them to be reconciled to 
God. Death, jodgment. and an awful bell, 
are just before them, and they heed it 


his time, frequently for weeks, and io 


upon the people the necessity of personal departed this life oD the 9th inst. in the 


and practical holiness. Many mistake the 48th year of his age. He has left an af- 
object eutirely, while they live stupid, fectionate wife and eight children.—His 


and encumbered with the cares of this | funeral solemnities were attended on the | 


world, and yet hope that when they come | !!th, by a namerous assembly, convened 
to be sick, and die, they shall enjoy reli-|o pay the last tribute of respect to the 


gion, tell them that affliction, sickness, and | "emains of one whem they highly esteem- 
death, will not give comfort or secure to |€4,and whose death they deplored. The 
deceased had previously requested Eld. 


i. 


preach his funeral sermon, with this in- 
secured by a life devoted to God in holy junction. 
and not Deacon Bennett. 
quest the Elder complied, and delivered | 
on the occasion an appropriate and im- | 
pressive discourse, from Ist Cor. i. 23— 
‘We preach Christ and him crucified.’ ”’ 


ILLUSTRATING THE UTILITY OF TRACTS. 


writes to the committee of the American 
Tract Society as follows : 


for the encouragement of the committee 
of the American Traet Society, two in- 
stances of the usefulness of tracts, which 
have lately come to my knowledge. 
first instance was that of aman who had 
signified his intention to the sheriff whom 
he expected to employ. -Befure his writ 
was made out, however, the tract, ‘* To 
not, they are asleep, yea, ** dead in their |a person engaged in a Lawsuit,” fell into 
sins,”” the sheriff’s hands ; and such was the im- 
Some weeks before his death, at .his| pression produced ‘on his mind, of the 
particular request, his grave clothes were |impropziety and wickedness of thus com- 


** Deacon 4sa Bennett is no more! He 


Thomas Purrington, of Truxton, to 


| mencing a cuit at law, that he went to his 
proposed employer and urged him to de- 
sist. There is no elquence like that 
of the heart. Such was his seriousness 
and earnestness, that it disarmed the re- 
vengeful spirit, and compelled him to re- 
linquish his malicious design. 


The Sabbath-breaker reformed by a Tract. 


The other instance was that of a young 
man, who was a notorious transgressor of 
the Fourth Commandment. An amiable, 
and | hope pious lad in the neighborhood, 
was often grieved with his abuses of the 
day on which our Saviour rose from the 
dead, and sent him the tract entitled, 
‘* Remember the Sabbath Day to keep it 
holy.” He was an apprentice to a mas- 
ter, who, though not a professor of veli 
gion, isa friend of religious order and 
good morals. He had long considered 
the case of W——, as nearly hopeless. 
But the Spirit of God accompanied the 
tract thus presented bim, and he became 
a strict observer of the Sabbath, a con- 
stant attendant on public worship, amem- 
ber of the visible church of Christ ; and 
there is much reason to believe he will 
stand, at the great day, among the thou- 
sands who have been turned from the er- 


spent sometime in singing hymns, one of|ror of their ways, through the instru- 


mentality of those feeble and yet mighty 
messengers, Religious Tracts.—1m. Tract 


at 


the Laight-street 
in the city of New York, ‘has 

the title of * D. D.” conferred og 
by Williams College, and has refased & 
‘‘accept of the appendage.” The fj. 
lowing passage, which is almost free from 
the unconth verbosity by which the pes 
of the piece is characterized, is ; 
the attention of those who have the pow, 


er of conferring, or may be in danger of 
receiving, theological honors :—~Christign 


Mirror. “ 

‘* I believe (observes Mr. Cox) 
principle of ministerial parity is bem 
evangelical and very important, and these — 
the system in question is very initnica} tg 
it ; that there is no higher ea “—" 
or in the relations of life, Reged 
minister of Jesus Christ, who loves his 
Master, understands the truth, and 
fies his office : and consequently, J 
like a system that so evidently and pop 
larly implies. something unint 
and so arrays one ministerial brother 
in an adventitious superiority over hig 
peers ; and that it is anomalous for a ge. 
cular and literary Institution, without 
faculty of theology, to come into the 


church universal of Jesus Christ, and di. 


versify his officers, and confer permanent — 
degrees of official honor, which neither 


deposition nor excommunication, should 
they succeed, have power to annul ; and 


Mag. 


——e 


report of the Baltimore Tract Society 
just published. 
A profane Blacksmith converted. 


ed who was praying so? ‘* Praying!’ 


heard swearing.” 
practice. 


being of the number. 


The following facts are from the ninth 


A person visiting one of the factories in 
the vicinity of Baltimore, passing through 
the smith shop, heard a man uttering many 
and horrid oaths—he stepped in and ask- 


observed the swearer ; “ you might have 
He was told that was 
prayer, though not generally considered 
so by those who indulged in the awful 
A few words of admonition 
were given to all present, and a tract 
handed to each, the ‘* Swearer’s Prayer”’ 
About a month 
after this, a person gave the delightful 
intelligence, that the profane blacksmith 
was brought to reflection by reading that 


all this where He hath said, * Be not ye 
called Rassr; for one is your master 
even Christ ; and all ve are BRETHREN,” 
It is also a grand reason, that I think it @ 
“scarlet” relic of the papacy, and one 
that demands retrenchment ; but, the 
greatest reason is, that it is earthly, and 
at variance with the spirit, if not with the 
very letter of the Gospel. The 

in Matthew xxiii, 5—12. appears 1 . 
ble of a fair solution in coincidence with 
the innocency of ductorial honors in the 


church.” 


The columns of Zion’s Herald, of Dec. i, 
contain the following handsome and brother. 
ly notice of the Christian Watchman, which 
we copy with pleasure. 

The * Christian Watchman,” one of 
the most valuable religious papers, has 
lately been enlarged to the imperial size, 
and is very handsomely printed, on en- 
tire new type. Itis now published un- 


tract ; that he had becume convicted of| der the patronage of the Massachusetts 


church. 


ed 


A Carpenter and his Apprentice reformed. 


A pious female passing through the 
suburbs of Baltimore, was accosted bya 
youth from a carpenter's shop, who soli- 
She gave him several, and 
several more to his master, praying that 
the blessing of Heaven might attend 
It was sotme weeks afterwards, 
when she visited the same neighborhood ; 
and on passing the shop, the same youth 
came running out, and with both hands 
exclaimed, “ O, my dear 


cited a tract. 


them. 


extended, 
madam, 1 bless you for the tracts you 
gave me. I! hope God has converted my 
soul, and I have been longing to see you, 
to tefl you all about it.” 
came forward and said, ‘‘ I too must thank 
you, madam, for the books you gave me. 
[ have never sworn an oath since, and am 
determined never to become intoxicated 
again.”” The youth gave the most satis- 
factory evidence of piety, and said there 
was the greatest change in his master he 
had ever seen in any one; that he had be- 
fore been remarkable for profaneness and 
drunkenness, but now was a sober man, 
and had learned to ‘** fear an oath.” 
‘* Truly,” says this female, “‘ many will 
praise God to eternity, that Tract Socie- 
ties were ever instituted.” 


What if we cannot by our touch, re- 
store sight to the blind? What if we 
cannot by a word, raise the dead to life 7 
What if we cannot instantly cause the 
sick and lame to take up their bed and 
walk ? Yet, by our kindness, we can 
mitigate the pain of our fellow creatures ; 
we can soften their grief; we can calm 
their troubled minds, by the sweet prom- 
ises of the gospel ; we can scatter the 
gloom of despondence ; we can snatch 
from the grasp of poverty, the famishing 
child of want; we can save the poor 


That he should preach Christ, | 
With this re- | 


ANECDOTES. 


1 Lawsuit prevented by a Tract. 
A young gentleman in Massachosetts, 


Icannot refrain from communicating, 


The 


night-wanderer from infamy and disgrace. 
We can instruct the ignorant ; and, like 
our great pattern, we can teach the way 
of truth and life. ‘ Happy, thrice hap- 
py he, who is actuated by the divine prin- 
ciple. Happy is the society that contains 
sucha person. Wickedness, malice, and 
envy wither at his approach, or, like 
the birds of night, fly to their melancho- 
ly retreat. 

The truly benevolent man transplants, 
into his soul, all his Saviour’s virtues ; 
and, like his great Master, spends his 
whole life in doing good to the souls and 
bodies of men. ‘The poor behold and 
bless him. At his approach, sickness 
raises its drooping head, and smiles. Even 
death itself wears a far less terrific as- 
pect in his presence. “ The widow half 
forgets her loss, while she thinks on him, 
as the guide of her conduct, the protec- 
tor of her person, and the defender of 
her rights.”’ 


DOCTORATE Ms ie ab DECLI- 
The Rev. Samuel H. Cox, pastor of 


his lost and undone estate ; and had 
been received into the communion of the 


His master 


Baptist Missionary Society, and a portion 
of its profits is devoted to the cause of 
Missions. Mr. Benjamin F. Farnsworth, 
a young gentleman of piety and learning, 
devotes his whole attention to the edito- 
rial department ; and, judging from the 
specimen we have seen, his talents are 
peculiarly adapted to the task he has en- 
dertaken. The Watchman has ares 
able list of subscribers ; but it never 
received a patronage adequate to its mer- 
ite; and now the proprietor has 

such liberal advances, we trust he will 
meet with a corresponding liberality from 
a denomination of Christians who have 
ever been careful to maintain good works. 

—p— 

New Periodicals.—Messrs. Thomas B, 
Wait & Co. of this city have issued pro- 
posals for a new periodical work, to be 
entitled the ‘* Journal of Education,” 
published monthly, on fine paper and new 
type each number 48 pages octavo—price 
three dollars per annum.—ZJb. © 

— 

We have been presented with the pro- 
spectus of Messrs. J. H. A. Frost & Co. 
for publishing in this town a tri-weekly 
paper, to be called ** The Massachusetts 
Journal,” and devoted chiefly to politics. 
‘* The principles of the paper will be re- 
publican and liberal in the largest sense 
of the words.” The publication will 
commence on the first Tuesday of Janua- 
ry next, provided a sufficient number of 
subscribers be obtained before that time 
to justify a beginning.—Jb. 
sc ameeeleieeememimaciemtiemiaicidiineieeeieminbdiniaammete) 
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PROTECTION 
INSURANCE COMPANY; 


Having been duly organized, are now 

receive proposals for FIRE and MA 
INSURANCE, at their office in Slate 
Street, a few doors west of Front-Street. 
Tais Institution was incorporated by the 
Legislature of this state at their last session, 
for the purpose of effecting Fine and Marin 
InsuRANCcE. lis capitalis ONE HUNDR 
AND FIFTY THOUSAND DOLLARS 
with liberty to increase the same to Hate 
Mitxion oF Dotiars. The first named som 
is all paid in or secured, and the whole amount 
($150,000) is vested in Bank Funds, Mortga- 
ges and approved endorsed notes; all w 

on the shortest notice, could be conv 

mee Cash and appropriated to the payment of 
osses, 

The Directors pledge themselves to issue 
policies on as favourable terms as any 
Office in the United States; and by fairness 
and liberality in conducting the business of 
the Company, they expect to gain the conf- 
dence of the public. 

The following gentlemen are Directors of 
this Company. 
Solomon Porter 


Merrick W. Chapi 

James B. Hosmer, 
Charles S. ‘ 

WM. W. ELLSWORTH, Presdent- 
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BOOK & JOB 
PRINTING, 
Atthie Offs. 
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